
The adults in the cafeteria should have the students sort their trays into three piles
before they are dismissed to come to the waste sorting station.

The three piles are: food scraps, share & take and trash

Always enforce the Waste Station Rules - even with your friends!
You are there to help your fellow students, you are not there to do it for them!
Be Caring - Treat others how you want to be treated
Be  Responsible - in your classwork, behavior & Green Team roles
If you can't go to your green team shift, tell your adult leader right away.
Be a positive role model to the other students
Use lots of positive words of encouragement and praise
Use positive redirection phrases to help teach when students don't get it right
Tell an adult right away if someone is disrespectful to you
If you are having a problem, tell a trusted adult right away. Do not keep it inside.

Sorting Station Rules
Students Should:

Sort their tray before they are dismissed from the table!1.
 Wait to be dismissed !2.
Always start at the beginning of the line at the share and take rack .
Starting in the middle is confusing for everyone!

3.

Keep their hands and feet to themselves at all times!4.
Wait their turn!5.
Be helpful! 6.
Not throw food. Food doesn't fly! 7.
Treat others the way they would like to be treated!8.

Tray Prep

Green Team TrainingGreen Team Training

Talking Prompts
Did everyone watch the videos in class about how to Sort Your Trash and

FOOD SCRAPS? (Give them a little bit of time to connect with you!)Oh
yeah! So cooL! What did you learn?

To Get ready to recycle our Food scraps, we need to get our tray ready
first.

When you are finished eating and are waiting to be dismissed, you
should sort your tray into 3 piles

Pile # 1 - food scraps - anything food that is open, parts of food, 
food you bit or licked is all food scraps . Take all of your food out of the

wrappers.Put the wrappers in the trash pile.
Pile # 2 - Share Pile - Anything that you didn't open or bite Can be shared

so 
if other people are still hungry they can take more

Pile # 3 - Trash pile - Take all Food out of the wrappers. Food Goes in the
food scraps pile and wrappers go in the Trash pile. Finish all of your juice

or milk. If you absolutely can't Finish your Drink, 
open it all the way up so it is fast to pour out. Remove your straw. Put all

of the trash in a pile!
Now you are all ready to go when you are dismissed!

TIPS
FOR 

SUCCESS



Why is it important to keep food scraps out of the
trash?

Food in the landfill 
doesn’t rot!

It anaerobically digests. 
(Gets broken down by bacteria)

That Creates  
Methane Gas!

Methane is 80x worse for the earth 
than carbon dioxide 

By Collecting it,
we can keep it outof the landfill and

turn it into compost

Compost goes back into
farms and parks to grow

new plants and food keeping it in the
circle of life.

Positive
Words

Don't
worry. I
will help

you!

Positive
redirection


