
Minutes November16, 2023

MINUTESOF
THESALINASVALLEYSOLIDWASTEAUTHORITY

BOARDMEETING
NOVEMBER16, 2023

117FourthStreet, Gonzales, Ca93926

CALLTOORDER
PresidentRochacalledthemeetingtoorderat6:08p.m.   

ROLLCALL
BoardDirectors
CountyofMonterey GlennChurch, AlternateVicePresident
CityofSalinas AnthonyRoch, President (Virtual)  
CityofSalinas AndrewSandoval
CityofGonzales LizSilva
CityofSoledad BenJimenez, VicePresident
CityofGreenfield DrewTipton
CityofKing RobertCullen

Absent
CountyofMonterey ChristopherM. Lopez
CityofSalinas CarlaVivianaGonzáles

StaffMemberPresent
PatrickMathews, GeneralManager/CAO
CesarZuñiga, Asst. GM/OperationsManager
MandyBrooks, ResourceRecoveryManager
RayHendricks, FinanceandAdministrationManager
BrianKennedy, EngineeringandEnvironmentalComplianceManager
ErnestoNatera, BusinessServicesSupervisor
EstelaGuerrero, ResourceRecoveryTechnician
EliaZavala, ContractsandGrantsAnalyst
RoySantos, GeneralLegalCounsel
RosieRamirez, AdministrativeAssistant
ErikaJ. Trujillo, ClerkoftheBoard

MEETINGANNOUNCEMENTS
6:09) ClerkoftheBoardTrujilloannouncedinSpanishtheavailabilityoftranslationservicesvia

Zoom.  

APPROVALOFAGENDA6:10) 
StaffComments:  None
BoardDiscussion: None
PublicComment: None
Motion: DirectorSandovalmadeamotiontoapprovetheagendaaspresented.   

VicePresidentJimenezsecondedthemotion.  
Votes: Motioncarried7,0
Ayes: Cullen, Church, Jimenez, Rocha, Sandoval, Silva, Tipton
Noes: None
Abstain: None
Absent:  Gonzalez, Lopez
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GENERALMANAGER/CAOCOMMENTS
6:11)GeneralManager/CAOremindedBoardofDirectorsoftheDecember15, Strategic

PlanningWorkshop.  

DEPARTMENTMANAGERCOMMENTS
6:11) AssistantGeneralManager/OperationsManagerZuñigacommentedonJolonRoad

TransferStationconstruction.   
ResourceRecoveryManagerBrooksextendedtheinvitationtotheDirectorstoparticipateinthe
developmentoftheAuthorityreels.   

GENERALLEGALCOUNSEL
6:13) None

BOARDDIRECTORCOMMENTS
6:14) PresidentRochacommentedonhisremoteparticipationduetohisattendanceatthe

NationalLeagueofCitiesConference.   

PUBLICCOMMENT
6:14) None

RECOGNITION

A.EYMPLOYEEOFTHEEAR
6:15) AssistantGeneralManager/OperationManagerZuñigapresentedthe2023Employeeof

YearAwardtoErnestoNatera, BusinessServicesSupervisor. Mr. Naterawasselectedbyhispeers
forhisdedication, excellentworkethic, positiveattitude, andoutstandingcustomerservice.   

PublicComment:  GeneralManager/CAOcommendedMr. Nateraforalltheworkhedoes
andforhispositivedemeanor.  

BoardDiscussion:  TheBoardcommendedMr. Nateraforhisseventeenyearsofservicetothe
Authorityandhisdedication.   

Motion: None; InformationalOnly

CONSENTAGENDA 6:23)  

1. MinutesoftheOctober19, 2023Meeting

2. September2023ClaimsandFinancialReport

3. MemberandInteragencyActivitiesReportforOctober2023

4. TonnageandDiversionReportfortheQuarterEndedSeptember30, 2023

5. ResolutionNo. 2023-64ApprovingAnnualExpendituresinanAmountof $85,000for
IconixWateraVendorusedforFacilityMaintenanceforFiscalYear2023-24

PublicComment:   None

BoardDiscussion:  None
Motion: DirectorCullenmadeamotiontoapprovetheconsentagendaas

presented. DirectorSilvasecondedthemotion.  
Votes: Motioncarried7,0
Ayes: Church, Cullen, Jimenez, Rocha, Sandoval, Silva, Tipton
Noes: None
Abstain: None
Absent:  Gonzalez, Lopez
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PRESENTATION

6.RRECYCLINGECOGNITION
6:24) ResourceRecoveryTechnicianGuerreropresentedtherecyclingrecognitionawardsto

BurgerKingfromGreenfieldandSubwayfromSoledad.  Theywererecognizedforimplementing
foodscrapsdiversionprogramsthatcombinedwilltotalapproximately16tonsperyearoffood
wastedivertedfromthelandfill.  

PublicComment:   None

BoardDiscussion:  TheBoarddiscussedthepresentationandcommendedthebusinessesfor
theirinitiativeanddedication.   

Motion: None; InformationOnly

7.2022FWHPRANCHISEASTE AULERSERFORMANCE
6:37) ContractsandGrantsAnalystZavalapresentedthe2022FranchiseWasteHaulers

performancereportforTri-CitiesDisposal & RecyclingandWM.  For2022, athree-year
comparisonwaspresentedwiththedatademonstratinganoverallincreaseintrashcollection
frombothhaulers.  Thehaulerscontinuetoactivelyassistcommercialbusinessestocomplywith
statemandatesAB341, AB1826, andSB1383; mandatorycommercialrecyclingandorganics
recycling.  Thetwohaulersfulfilledtheircontractobligations.   

PublicComment:   None

BoardDiscussion:  TheBoarddiscussedthepresentation.  
Motion: None; InformationOnly

8.ACFRFYEJ30,2023NNUALOMPREHENSIVEINANCIALEPORTFORTHEISCALEARNDEDUNE
6:50) FinanceandAdministrationManagerHendrickspresentedabriefreportontheannual

comprehensivefinancialreportandauditconductedbyMcGilloway, Ray, Brown & Kaufman.   
Mr. HendricksindicatedthatonceagaintheAuthoritydidnotreceiveamanagementletter
andthatthereportdemonstratedthattheAuthoritycontinuestoimproveitspositivenet
position.  Mr. HendricksintroducedJacintoAcostaBernal, AccountManagerwithMcGilloway,  
Ray, Brown & KaufmanAccountantsandConsultants, whoreviewedtherequired
communications.  Mr. Bernal
stafffortheirwork.  Heindicatedthattherewerenodifficultieswhileworkingwithmanagement,  
andthatallaccountingstandardsweremet.  

PublicComment:   None

BoardDiscussion:  TheBoarddiscussedthepresentationandcommendedstafffortheir
dedication.  

Motion: None; InformationOnly

CONSIDERATION

9.RN.2023-65AACBFY2022- ESOLUTION O PPROVINGTHELLOCATIONOFASHALANCESFORISCALEAR
23,SAFAOCANDUPPLEMENTALPPROPRIATIONTOUNDDJUSTMENTSTOTHEPERATINGANDAPITAL
IBMPROVEMENTUDGETS

7:10) FinanceandAdministrationManagerHendrickspresentedabriefreportontheallocation
ofSurplusFundfromFY22/23. Hereviewedtherestrictedaccountsbylegalagreement, the
financialpolicy, andtherecommendedallocations. Heexplainedthespecialrequestforfunds
topaydowntheUnfundedActuarialLiability (UAL) forourPERSpensionplan, toobtain
engineeringdesignsfortheJohnsonCanyonLandfillentrancefacility, andtheCrazyHorse
Landfilltransferstationconceptualdesigns.  

PublicComment:   None
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BoardDiscussion: TheBoarddiscussedthepresentationinquiringabouttheliabilitytothe
agency.  

Motion: DirectorSandovalmadeamotiontoadoptResolutionNo. 2023-65. Director
Churchsecondedthemotion.  

Votes: Motioncarried7,0
Ayes: Church, Cullen, Jimenez, Rocha, Sandoval, Silva, Tipton
Noes: None
Abstain: None
Absent:  Gonzalez, Lopez

10.ANC2024EOPPOINTMENTOFOMINATINGOMMITTEEFORTHE LECTIONOFFFICERS
7:24) GeneralManager/CAOMathewsexplainedtheAuthorityCodeguidelinesforthe

upcomingelectionofofficers. HeexplainedtheresponsibilityoftheNominatingCommitteeto
eligibleforcontactthecurrentofficerstoinquireabouttheirinterestinreelectionastheyare

reappointmentforonemoreyear. TheNominatingCommitteewillreportbacktothefull
BoardattheJanuary2024meetingfortheelectionofofficers.  

PublicComment:   None

BoardDiscussion:  TheBoarddiscussedthereport. DirectorSandovalvolunteeredtobeinthe
NominatingCommittee.   

Motion: AlternateVicePresidentChurchmadeamotiontonominateDirector
SandovalandDirectorCullenfortheNominatingCommittee. VicePresident
Jimenezsecondedthemotion

Votes: Motioncarried7,0
Ayes: Church, Cullen, Jimenez, Rocha, Sandoval, Silva, Tipton
Noes: None
Abstain: None
Absent:  Gonzalez, Lopez

11.DDRRLORGISCUSSIONANDIRECTIONEGARDINGAEQUESTFOREGALPINIONECEIVEDBYTHEENERAL
CO20,2023, MBDOUNSELONCTOBER FROMAEMBEROFTHEOARDOFIRECTORS

7:28) GeneralCounselSantosprovidedareportontheemailreceivedbyoneoftheBoardof
DirectorsseekingalegalopinionregardingwhethertheactionsofBoardMemberTiptonduring
andaftertheOctober19thmeetingviolatedtheconflict-of-interestpoliciesoftheStateorthe
Authorityorviolatedethicsorotherlaws. Mr. SantosaskeddirectionfromtheBoardproviding
fouroptionsonhowtoproceed: (1) toperformareviewintothisissue (interviewallthose
individualspresentattheOctober19thmeeting); (2) topresentasummaryofwhatoccurredto
theFairPoliticalPracticesCommission (FPPC) foralegalopinion; (3) toreferthismattertothe

thisissue.  

PublicComment:   None

BoardDiscussion:  TheBoarddiscussedthereportandtheoptionsbroughtforwardbyMr.  
Santos.  

Motion: VicePresidentJimenezmadeamotiontofileaninformalrequestwiththe
FPPCregarding; 1) theexchangetranscribedoftheOctober19meetingth

thatwasincludedinthestaffreport; and2) ifthediscussionofemployment
orreceivingemploymentwithVespenewouldconstituteasaconflictof
interest. DirectorSandovalsecondedthemotion.                                                  

Votes: Motioncarried4,2
Ayes: Church, Jimenez, Rocha, Sandoval
Noes: Cullen, Silva
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Abstain: Tipton
Absent:  Gonzalez, Lopez

FUTUREAGENDAITEMS

12.AIVASGENDATEM IEWHEADCHEDULE
8:12) TheBoardreviewedthefutureagendaitems.   

CLOSEDSESSION
8:16) PresidentRochainvitedpubliccommentrelatedtoitemsnumbered13, and14.  
13. GovernmentCodeSection54957 (b) Pursuantto toconsiderthePerformance

EvaluationoftheGeneralManager/ChiefAdministrativeOfficerR. PatrickMathews
for2023.  

14. GovernmentCodeSection54957 (b) Pursuantto todiscusstheconsiderationofa
PerformanceEvaluationprocessoftheGeneralCounselRoyC. Santos.  

PUBLICCOMMENT
None

ADJOURNED
8:16) PresidentRochaadjournedthemeetingintoClosedSessiontodiscussitemsnumbered13,  

and14.   

RECONVENE
8:53) PresidentRochareconvenedthemeetingtoopensession. LegalCounselSantos

indicatedthattherewerenoreportableactionstakenintheclosedsession.   

ADJOURNED
8:54) PresidentRochaadjournedthemeeting.  

APPROVED:          
AnthonyRocha, President

Attest:        
ErikaJ. Trujillo, ClerkoftheBoard
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