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128 Sun Street, Ste. 101, Salinas CA  93901 

tel. (831) 775-3000  ▪  fax (831) 755-1322 

Mission 

To manage Salinas Valley solid waste as a resource, promoting sustainable, environmentally  
Sound and cost effective practices through an integrated system of waste reduction, reuse, recycling, 

innovative technology, customer services and education. 

 
Vision 

To reduce the amount of waste by promoting individual and corporate responsibility. 

To recover waste for its highest and best use while balancing rates and services. 
To transform our business from burying waste to utilizing waste as a resource. 

To eliminate the need for landfills. 

Innovation  Integrity  Public Education  Efficiency  Fiscal Prudence  Resourcefulness  Customer Service  Community Partnerships 

 

September 27, 2019 

 

Mr. Joe Gunter, Mayor and Mr. Ray Corpuz, City Manager 

200 Lincoln Avenue 

Salinas, CA  93901 

 

Subject:  Request for Formal Extension of City of Salinas Notice of Intent to Withdraw Date

  

 

Dear Mayor Gunter and City Manager Corpuz, 

 

We are in receipt of Mr. Corpuz’s letter of September 20, 2019 (copy attached), responding to Salinas 

Valley Solid Waste Authority’s (“Authority”) letter of September 5, 2019 (copy attached) to Mayor 

Gunter.  The Authority’s letter requested formal action from the City Council to memorialize Mr. 

Corpuz’s previous suggestions that the City’s Notice of Intent to Withdraw from the Authority would 

be considered to coincide with the end of the fiscal year and not the current and fast approaching 

withdrawal date of December 7, 2019.   

 

Mr. Corpuz has stated on several occasions his intent to extend the withdrawal date due to the 

significant delays in completing the City’s solid waste study.  Inadequate time now remains for the 

City to complete its due diligence to determine if withdrawal is appropriate for the stated goals of 

ratepayer protection and benefits.  Unfortunately, Mr. Corpuz cannot bind the City Council to an 

extension of the withdrawal date without formal Council action.  The Authority is now placed in an 

even more difficult position without the certainty of formal Council action to extend the withdrawal 

date as Mr. Corpuz has suggested.   

 

Considering Authority concerns, we would like to repeat our request that the extension of the City’s 

withdrawal date come before the City Council for formal action at its earliest convenience.  This 

would provide time for fair and transparent resolution of this matter and completion of all necessary 

due diligence activities by both agencies. 

 

We are also very concerned with the unexpected tone of Mr. Corpuz’s letter.  On page 2 of Mr. 

Corpuz’s letter, he states unequivocally that the City opposes placement of a Transfer Station or Self-

Haul Facility [AB 939 programs and public services] in Salinas.  He further extends this statement to 

exclude our Public Service Facilities within the City Sphere of Influence and any area identified as an 

Opportunity Zone in the City’s Economic Development Element (EDE).  The primary basis for his 

opposition to a new site under consideration by the Authority is its presence in the City’s EDE 

Opportunity Zone W.  It is important to note that the Madison Lane Transfer Station, recently 

purchased by the City’s Franchise Hauler Republic Services, is in City EDE Opportunity Zone M. 
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On March 7, 2019, the Authority Board held a special meeting for the specific purpose of discussing 

pathways forward for the two agencies, including improved collaboration and compromise.  There 

was a consensus reached by the Board that there remains a need and clear public demand for the 

Authority, at a minimum, to continue to provide its core services for the public related to recycling, 

AB 939 services and transfer services for Salinas area self-haul customers.  City Public Works staff 

also provided public comment to this effect, acknowledging the City’s intent to maintain local public 

service facilities. 

 

Attached are excerpts from Authority’s November 2017 third-party Marketing Survey report which 

included questions related to long term Salinas area facility options under consideration at the time of 

the survey.  The survey shows very clear public support to maintain and/or improve the Sun Street 

Transfer Station over other options.  This report was presented to the Authority Board of Directors on 

January 18, 2018. 

 

The survey showed the overall respondent support at 80% to 86% for maintaining and/or improving 

the Sun Street Transfer Station and the Salinas-only respondents showed an increased 84% to 88% 

level of support.  

 

While the Authority Board recognizes and remains committed to the City need to relocate the Sun 

Street operations for possible future redevelopment, it is clear the public still strongly supports having 

a convenient facility within the City limits, if not at its current Sun Street location.  This need has 

repeatedly been echoed by the City Franchise Hauler in order to maintain its collection efficiencies 

that keep ratepayer costs controlled.  Authority staff has also opined and maintains that a complete 

system of either a single full-sized or two smaller-sized (existing) transfer station(s) and recycling 

facility(s) also reduces collection vehicle greenhouse gas generation and increased truck traffic 

impacts to distant facilities, and meets one of the major City goals of having “Excellent Infrastructure” 

to serve the public good. 

 

On May 29, 2019, the Authority hosted a meeting with Authority and City leadership including two 

Salinas Council members (Authority Vice President De La Rosa and Authority Board member 

Cromeenes), and the Authority President, Cullen (King City) and Alternate Vice President Lopez 

(County).  The complete minutes from that collaborative meeting are attached.  The highlights of this 

meeting most relevant to this response are underlined and reflect the Authority’s concerns over the 

withdrawal date uncertainty and the comments of Mr. Corpuz indicating willingness to collaborate 

with the Authority on an extended withdrawal date and to consider relocation sites within the City.  

The comments regarding the need to maintain a public service facility in the City were echoed by both 

De La Rosa and Cromeenes, representing both the City and the Authority. 

 

Based on the items above, we again request the City Council formally act on Mr. Corpuz’s suggestion 

to extend the withdrawal date to the end of the fiscal year to allow both agencies reasonable time to 

complete their due diligence, assess ratepayer impacts, financial risks, and receive public input on this 

very significant issue. 
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Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Robert Cullen, President 

Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority 

 

 

 

Attachments: Robert Cullen, Authority President, letter of September 5, 2019 

Ray Corpuz, Salinas City Manager, letter of September 20, 2019 

  Excerpts from Authority Marketing Survey of November 2017 

  Minutes of May 29, 2019 Authority/City Joint Meeting 

   

 

 

 

Copy to: Salinas Valley Board of Directors 

  Salinas City Council Members 
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